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Venn Adds Breadth and Depth to Its Policy, Advocacy Teams

WASHINGTON, DC – The Management Team of Venn Strategies, a nationally recognized public affairs and government affairs firm named among the fastest-growing private companies in America (the “Inc. 5000”), announced several key hires today, including Vice President Shanta Whitaker, Assistant Vice President Claire Badger and Assistant Vice President Kelly Ferguson. The new hires reflect the firm’s continued growth in the healthcare advocacy sector and coalition and association service group.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Whitaker, a Yale-trained microbiologist, has been a consultant through LMI – a national consulting and advisory firm - to CMS and other organizations, on Medicare policy.  She has also been a senior health disparities analyst for the Delmarva Foundation and an editor for American Journal Experts. At Venn, she is working for Pacira Pharmaceuticals and other leading public health initiatives. 

Badger and Ferguson have also joined the health policy and advocacy teams.  Before joining Venn, Badger was Associate Director for the Democratic Steering and Outreach Committee, working for Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer and before that Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid.  Before that, was on the staff of the Alaska Democratic Party.  Ferguson joins Venn from West Health Policy Center.  She has also been a key health advisor to the House Republican Policy Committee and the Republican “Doctors Caucus,” and served on the staff of Representatives Hal Rogers (R-KY) and Paul Gosar (R-AZ).  At Venn, Badger will be critical to the the firm’s work on behalf of Eli Lilly & Company and Pacira; and Ferguson will be leading policy work for the Alliance for Home Dialysis, Pacira and Regeneron Pharmaceuticals teams. 

“At a time when clients are demanding more depth and breadth from Washington advocacy and policy firms, talent matters,” said Stephanie Silverman, Venn’s CEO and founder.  “These new team members reflect our commitments to substance, a clear understanding of how to move the needle in Washington, and our recognition that we must continue to engage policymakers and influencers on a bipartisan basis.  Shanta, Claire and Kelly are each exceptional in their own right; by joining Venn they enhance and complement our strengths and make Venn a more exceptional firm.”

Other new Venn team members include Matt Giacona, an associate, and Nina Hernandez, a new client services associate.  Giacona has worked at the U.S. Global Leadership Coalition and joins Venn’s tax and economic policy practice.  Hernandez, an Archer Fellow from the University of Texas at Austin, will work across administrative and policy projects of the firm.  The firm is also pleased to announce the promotion of Jerome Filip to Operations Manager. Filip formerly was a legislative aide and campaign manager whose experience includes four years in the Idaho State Senate and Boise City Council.
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About Venn Strategies
Venn Strategies is a nationally recognized, full-service government affairs and public affairs firm, offering clients a wide range of deliverables in advocacy, issue management, coalition management and strategic advisory services.  Specializing in matters of economic policy, health care, infrastructure, education and energy, the firm is comprised of former top aides in the White House, Senate, House, state houses, leading industry advocacy groups and Fortune 500 corporations.
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